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“What then shall we say to these things? 
If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

(Romans 8:31)
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NIGHT IS PASSING, DAWN IS COMING
- SITUATION OF HOLY WORK IN GA SABAH -

Invasion of the Coronavirus

In mid-March 2020, the Malaysian government started to place the country in lockdown and 
issued movement control orders, in hopes of stopping the spread of the coronavirus. Due to 
this, religious groups were prohibited from gathering. Sabah GA has heeded the directive 
and actively cooperated with the government by stopping all physical worship services. 
Instead, all activities were switched to online platforms. The pandemic has indeed affected 
Sabbath services significantly. However, in 2019, Sabah GA had started implementing 
online services and formed the internet department to help solve connectivity issues such as 
internet speed. Although there were technical issues at the start of the first live stream, under 
God’s guidance in all things, Sabah GA succeeded in holding the first statewide Sabbath 
service livestream on the 18th of March.
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Media Mnistry -  Flying Angel

Current online pastoral and preaching work include:

1) Online Worship Service  (TJC Sabah GA Official)  
    Every Wednesday and Friday: Evening Service
    Saturday Sabbath Day: Two Afternoon Services
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTQMCLr-gIQ5y1zc3Nasabg/videos

2) Online Fellowship (via Google Meet)
     Every Monday: Sister’s Fellowship, Bible Study
     Every Tuesday: Bible Study Session, Joint Fellowship
     Every Thursday: Subzone Youth Fellowship

3) Online Teaching - Religious Education
     Using the teaching materials provided by GA, virtual classes 
     and WhatsApp will be used to teach classes.

4) Online Spiritual Meeting
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Due to the pandemic, Sabah GA plans to change from the physical platform to an online one 
and to gradually shift all planned works to online delivery. With the rapid spread of the virus, 
the duration of the pandemic has become unpredictable which necessitated the capability for 
a fast and extensive delivery of the gospel of salvation, the word of truth to believers at home.  
Just like the angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to 
those who dwell on the earth. (Rev 14:6) 

Online Ministry, Pastoring the Church：
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4a)    Spiritual Evangelistic Convocation
         West Zone Spiritual Evangelistic Convocation (18-20/09/2020)
         https://www.youtube.om/watch?v=Ao9F_rPOmYs 
         Interior Zone Spiritual Evangelistic Convocation (25/07/2020)
         https://youtu.be/gLsWM-0zwAA 

4b)   Statewide Youth Training Seminar (25/05/2020) 
         https://youtu.be/5uHw4ShkGMM

4c)   Statewide Sisters Fellowship (1/05/2020)  
         https://youtu.be/l30HXsg2fgo

4d)   Statewide Evergreen Fellowship (31/08/2020)  
        https://youtu.be/ndRJZ2dxJSE

4e)  Online Hymnal Evangelistic Service  (11/08/2020) 
        https://youtu.be/ElOTKs6fZiE
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Online Hymn Sharing

Hear the Lord's call ! Please send me
(Sabah TJC Ordination Ceremony - Preachers and Deacons )
Praise God，a total of 2 preachers and 3 deacons were ordained during the Sabah TJC’s 
2020 Ordination Ceremony.

Two preachers being appointed: 

Ordination 
Date

Ordained Person Ordained 
Name

Ordaining 
Minister

Church

1  27/07/2020 Brother David Matthew 
bin Malius

  Matthew Preacher Boaz 
Wong

  Tinuhan

2  27/07/2020 Brother Nikolaus 
Silwanus Alun

 Mark Preacher Boaz 
Wong

Tuaran
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Three deacons ordained:

Ordination 
Date

Ordained 
Person

Ordained 
Name

Ordaining 
Minister

Church

1 01/08/2020 Brother Yong 
Tet Kiong

Titus Preacher Boaz 
Wong

 Elopura

2 04/07/2020 Brother Jason 
Teo

Jason Preacher Malachi 
Lee

Penampang

3 05/12/2020 Brother Wong 
Kin Fah

Lukius Elder Stephen 
Tham

Kota Kinabalu

 Pr. David Matthew Pr. Markus Alun

Deacon Jason Teo - Penampang 
Church (4/07/2020)

Deacon Titus Yong -  Elopura Church 
(01/08/2020)
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Deacon  Lucius Wong – Kota Kinabalu Church (5/12/2020)

In this age of advanced information and internet technology, we have adapted to a new 
normal lifestyle through various media and network platforms. Therefore, we must rely on 
the Lord and equip ourselves to face future challenges, constantly observing and keeping 
pace with the ever changing environment around us. Therefore, all brothers and sisters need 
to dedicate themselves selflessly and strive for growth in spirituality and productivity.

Currently, the Sabah General Assembly is pushing for expansion of their webpage in the area 
of digital literary work. Several online divine works that have been established include:-

1)   Office administration system
2)   Digital storage system, where essential documents are scanned and uploaded to the cloud
3)   Set up the General Assembly website   http://ga.tjcsabah.com/ms/
      3a)  The information that is uploaded consists of an introduction of the Assembly, the
             history of local churches, and the address/ contact book
      3b)  Sabah GA e-newsletter. Six issues have been published
              http://ga.tjcsabah.com/blog/2020/08/11/2580/
      3c)  Morning Star (Gospel / Truth / Testimony sharing website)
              http://chenxing.tjcsabah.com/
      3d)  Suria Timur website (Hujan Musim Semi /春雨 /Spring Rain)
              http://www.tjcsabah.com/?cat=656      
      3e)  Sabah GA e-bookstore website  https://tjcbookstore.com/

Expanding divine works through the internet
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4) Sabah GA is designing their own application (App). Examples of applications include “I 
    Want to Go to Church”，”Digital Gospel Booklet”，“Members Information Site”, etc. At
    the same time, a variety of video productions have been finalised, which include online
    sermons, testimony sharings and the Ten Basic Beliefs. This is to help expand the online
    evangelism work. 

Be watchful in unity, and pray for prevention from the pandemic

After the Sabah general election took place in mid-September, the second pandemic wave 
broke out, causing the number of confirmed cases in the state to soar as high as 30,000. 
Nearly 200 people died. The turmoil of this pandemic has become a test of our faith, as the 
church is once again forced to suspend physical gatherings and switch to online services so 
that believers can continue to receive spiritual food.

During the pandemic, Sabah GA promoted the motto, “Be Watchful in Unity, Pray for 
Prevention from the Pandemic”. Asking God to show mercy, to pray for one another with 
faith and love, and to pray for peace for the world. As mentioned in the Bible, we must make 
supplications, prayers, and intercessions for all people (2 Timothy 2:1).

We truly believe that God is in control of all things. Since He has allowed this pestilence to 
happen, He must have a good will behind it. As Christians, to trust is a vital homework in 
our spiritual cultivation. We must completely entrust all things to God, look to Him and trust 
Him with all our heart. As the Bible records: “With men it is impossible, but not with God; 
for with God all things are possible.” (Mark 10:27)
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Night is Passing, Dawn is Coming

We must learn to have a strong faith in God during times of adversity, to have patience and 
continuously wait for God’s kindness. God will provide our needs as He is our help in times 
of trouble. So we should cast our cares upon Him, for He cares for us. (1 Pet 5:7) The Lord 
Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

“You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day, nor of the 
pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.” (Ps 
91:5-6) After God guides us through the dark valley of the “pandemic”, the light of dawn 
will reappear, which will comfort us spiritually and strengthen our confidence.

Literature Department/ GA Sabah 
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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTING 
SACRAMENTS DURING THE CMCO

Program:

1. Baptism
    i.   In order to facilitate the baptism, divine workers assigned to conduct the baptism and
         helpers must:
         - Wear a mask
         - Wear medical grade gloves
         - Wear protective clothing (PPE)
   ii.  The person to be baptised must wear a mask before, during and after the baptism.
   iii. The church must prepare a face towel for each person getting baptised.
   iv. The person to be baptised must bring their own towel to dry off.

2. Footwashing
   i.    In order to facilitate the foot-washing sacrament, divine workers assigned to conduct
         the foot-washing and helpers must:
         - Wear a mask
         - Wear medical grade gloves
         - Wear protective clothing (PPE)
         - Helpers must also wear rubber gloves
   ii.   The church must prepare a new towel for each believer receiving foot-washing. (This
          will be girded around the waist) 
   iii.  After each foot washing, the person conducting the sacrament must first change the
         water in the basin before conducting the sacrament for the next person.
   iv.  After the foot-washing sacrament, the divine worker (only one representative) will lay
         hands and pray over the newly baptised members. He/ She must wear rubber gloves
         and the gloves must be changed before laying hands on the next member. (One glove
         per believer)
   v.   Two people will assist the divine worker during the prayer. One person is responsible
         for preparing new rubber gloves while the other is responsible for replacing and
         discarding used gloves. These two assistants must wear masks and gloves.
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3. Holy Communion
    i.   To ensure the sacrament is conducted smoothly, divine workers assigned to conduct the
         sacrament, assisting divine workers and all other assistants must:
         - Wear a mask
         - Wear medical grade gloves (divine workers)
         - Wear rubber gloves (brothers and sisters collecting the empty cups)
    ii.  The worker who is leading the Holy Communion must wear gloves and mask 
    iii. To prevent believers from taking the sacrament with their bare hands, only the divine
         workers/ assistants are to handle/ distribute the sacrament
    iv. Method of distributing the unleavened bread - divine workers to put the portion of
         unleavened bread onto the palm of the recipient.
    v.  Method of distributing the cup - divine workers to put the cup on the table in front of
         the recipient.
    vi. The assistants (brothers or sisters) responsible for collecting the cup must wear a mask 
         and rubber gloves. 
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COVID-19 SOP, STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR THE 
REOPENING OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN SABAH DURING THE 

RMCO (RECOVERY MOVEMENT CONTROL ORDER) 

Opening Date           : To be officially announced by the GA
Inclusive                   : On-site RE classes for Upper and Intermediate Classes. Other classes
                                    will continue to be taught online with home learning until further
                                    notice.
Permitted Activities : All activities can be conducted with the exception of sports or any
                                   form of weekly/ monthly assembly or gatherings involving students,
                                   teachers and members.
Guideline                 : To follow the Standard Operating Procedures issued by the General
                                   Assembly (GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (31))
Duration                   : Up to 3 hours (according to the local church time)
                                   Students Involved: Students in Upper and Intermediate Classes (over
                                   12 years old)
Workers Involved    : Teachers and assistant teachers for Upper and Intermediate Classes

Action Instructions

Social Distance Ensure a one meter social distance in all teaching and 
learning activities

Hand Hygiene Ensure that students, teachers and members frequently
wash their hands with soap and water

If soap and water are unavailable, you can use hand 
sanitizer
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Action Brief  Explanation

Social Distance Making sure of social distancing of 1 meter in every 
current teaching and learning session activity.

Hand Hygiene Make sure students, teacher and church members wash 
hand frequently by using water and soap.

Hand Sanitizer can be used if there is no water and soap 
facilities

Health Check Measure and record the temperature of all teachers, 
students, members and parents picking up their children 
in front of or near the door.

Ensure all students, teachers and members go to the 
designated area for health screening before proceeding to 
their RE classes.

Anyone whose body temperature exceeds 37.5°C or who 
has symptoms of fever, sore throat, cough, cold or 
breathing difficulties will not be allowed to enter the 
church premise.

Cleaning and Disinfection Ensure the safety and cleanliness of the church premise
Disinfection work is to be done before and after RE 
classes.

In the event of confirmed cases of Covid-19 in the church, 
please follow the District Health Office’s official 
Standard Operating Procedures.
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Action Instruction

Public Awareness on 
Cleanliness and Safety 
Procedures

To broadcast (p/a system) cleanliness and safety 
procedures before class. 

Teachers to constantly remind during classes.

Tables and Chairs 
Arrangement

Ensure at least one meter distance between students’ 
tables and chairs.

MySejahtera Application Members are encouraged to download MySejahtera App 
to their handphones.

Mask Wearing Students with weakened immune systems must wear 
masks at all times.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The following are the roles and responsibilities of relevant personnel:

1.   Church Board 
      1.1 Ensure that the church conducts activities in a safe environment.
      1.2 Ensure that students, teachers and members who come to church are healthy and safe.
      1.3 Continuously provide detailed explanation and education about the Covid-19
            pandemic and the importance of practicing proper hygiene such as the importance of
            handwashing, using hand sanitizer, wearing masks when needed and maintaining
            social distancing to students, teachers and members.
     1.4 Ensure that students, teachers and members follow the Standard Operating Procedures.
     1.5 Monitor the teaching and learning process, and provide encouragement to teachers
     1.6 Report students progress to parents/ guardians.
     1.7 To follow the Standard Operating Procedures issued by the GA and to take into
           account the recommendations from relevant bodies (eg. the Zone and Subzone
           Religious Education Unit and District Health Office) in making decisions on the
           implementation of RE on-site teaching.
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     1.8 Church Vehicles
           a) Seat Arrangement:
               As the Covid-19 virus is easily transmitted in crowds, it is vital to comply with 
               regulation on keeping a 3-feet distance between passengers.
           b) Cleanliness:
                Ensure that the door handles, seat surfaces, air conditioning ducts, steering wheel
                and handbrake are cleaned before and after transporting students.
     1.9  Drinking Water Amenities
            a) Encourage the use of disposable cups.
            b) Encourage students to bring their own water bottles.
            c) Church cups will no longer be available.
            d) Replenish drinking water in the church drinking fountain.

2.   RE Subcommittee
      2.1  Ensure that the church premises and buildings, including all classrooms are cleaned
             before and after class.
      2.2  Ensure that cleaning is focused on frequently touched surfaces and any areas within
             hands reach, eg. door handles, light switches, wash basins, tap heads, elevator
             buttons (if any), toilet flush handles, toilet seats and handrails of assisted walkways
             for students with special needs.
      2.3  Provide classroom schedules and make full use of specific rooms and other places
             suitable for teaching.
      2.4  Before RE resumes, it is necessary to make sure that all classroom arrangements are
             in accordance with the social distancing rules.
      2.5  Ensure that the desks and chairs in each classroom are arranged with a distance of
             one meter in between. If the number of students exceeds the available seats, the
             excess students will be placed in other classrooms.
      2.6  Ensure that the office and each classroom has sufficient lighting and air circulation.
      2.7  Ensure that the kitchen only prepares packaged food. Social distancing must be
             observed when using tables, chairs and the space in the dining area.
      2.8  Ensure that the church prepares an isolation room in advance for the use of
             symptomatic students prior to receiving treatment. There must be masks, soap and
             hand sanitizer available in the room.
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      2.8  Ensure that the church prepares an isolation room in advance for the use of
             symptomatic students prior to receiving treatment. There must be masks, soap and
             hand sanitizer available in the room.
      2.9  Use a floor plan and coloured tape to mark social distancing limits at marked
             locations such as:
             a) Classroom - Mark social distancing limits in the front row and next to the first row
                 of tables as reference.
             b) Dining room - Mark social distancing limits at the dining table and along the path
                 to the sink.
             c) Office - Mark social distancing limits on chairs, tables, counters and places where
                 attendance is recorded.
     2.10 Develop a fixed directional or one-way traffic plan. Social distancing signs are for
             students to follow while in the church.
     2.11 Provide a rubbish bin with a lid and ensure that it is always kept closed.
     2.12 Provide soap in identified locations (ie. dining room and toilets) and provide hand
             sanitizers in classrooms and offices.
     2.13 Display printed signs on cleanliness and safety procedures in important areas,
             such as classroom corridors, dining room, classrooms, office and waiting areas
             before classes start. The person in charge should download the printable
             information from the Malaysian Ministry of Health (KKM) website.
     2.14 Place the information of Covid-19 preventive measures on the main entrances of
             classrooms.
     2.15 Students, teachers and members must be ascertained to be in good health before
             restarting RE classes. This requirement must be notified in advance before RE
             classes are restarted. 
     2.16 Appointed teachers are responsible for:
             a) Monitoring students’ activity at the front gate upon arrival and departure
             b) Checking students’ temperature
             c) Monitoring students’ activity (if any) during class
     2.17 Ensure that all students, teachers and members observe social distancing under the
             supervision of teachers at all times.
     2.18 If there are confirmed cases of Covid-19 among students, teachers or members, the
             following is the recommended actions from the District Health Office 
             (PKD):
             a) Confirm and provide a list of close contacts to PKD in order to assist them
             b) Cooperate with PKD staff
             c) Follow PKD’s advice on disinfection at the identified locations.
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      2.19 In order to conduct indoor teaching, the person in charge must take the following
              actions:
              a) Meet to discuss the implementation of indoor teaching
              b) Organize the teaching timetable by taking into account the number of classes,
                   teachers and students
              c) Monitoring during teaching
              d) Provide teachers with key instructions to ensure effective teaching

3.   Teachers
      3.1   Implement teaching suitable for students and current situations.
      3.2   Remind students to be tidy and practice social distancing.
      3.3   If there are students with symptoms, they must be reported to the RE in-
              charge/deputy-in-charge.
      3.4   Except for the Upper and Intermediate classes, all other classes will be taught online
              or offline.

4.   Parents/ Guardians
      4.1  Ensure that children under their care are healthy before attending church activities,
             kept clean and free of Covid-19 symptoms.
      4.2  Help their children’s learning/education as much as their ability allows.
      4.3  Encourage children to continue learning.
      4.4 Assist and monitor children’s online/ offline learning.



17

Hallelujah! Greetings of peace in the name of Lord Jesus Christ. 

A. SERMON 
The guideline for Audio or Video Sermon uploading to YouTube/ Facebook are as follows: 

(a) Church involved to provide a list of sermon speaker for GA EXCO review. 
(b) GA Preacher is considered pre-approved by GA Sabah. 
(c) The content of a sermon should not include any of the following: 
      i)   Any teachings contrary to the common beliefs of TJC. 
      ii)  Incorrect interpretations of the Bible. 
      iii) Incorrect usage of biblical verses to promote personal views. 
      iv) Promotion of materialistic or inappropriate value. 
      v)  Any bible study topic that had not been sanctioned by IA Truth Research or currently is still at 
           discussion process. 

Pending GA EXCO meeting on 6th Sept 2020, churches are advised to refrain from launching any 
Live Streaming as the Church’s priority for now is for all churches to resume worship service. The 
Church Building is constructed for worship services and for members to congregate to mutually 
encourage each other in faith and servitude. Virtual distribution of Spiritual Food alone by having 
more Live Streaming Channels will not improve the ATTENDANCE RATE of members as laid back 
tendency is a human nature. 

B. HYMNS 
Please note that the TJC copyright licenses do not grant us permission to broadcast any copyrighted 
hymns. The copyrighted hymns in our hymnbook are from hymn number 470 to 525. 

Hymnal leader, Choir Group Leader and Sermon Speakers should avoid choosing these copyrighted 
hymns. This is to avoid infringing the COPYRIGHT LAW and protect existing print-based copyright 
of our church. 

Emmanuel. 

Deacon John Vun
Chairman

UPLOAD OF AUDIO/VIDEO SERMON AND HYMNS TO SOCIAL MEDIA

Our ref: GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (35)                                          Date: 16 July 2020
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Subject: Standard Operating Procedures for the Opening of Churches during RMCO

Hallelujah, greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Please be informed that churches that are open during this RMCO, Recovery Movement Control 
Order are required to comply with the Standard Operating Procedures set by the Sabah State 
Government, Ministry of Legal and Internal Affairs (Kementerian Undang-Undang Dan Hal Ehwal 
Anak Negeri Sabah) and Sabah Unity Department (Jabatan Perpaduan Negeri Sabah (Kementerian 
Perpaduan Negara)).

According to the ‘Standard Operating Procedures for the Opening of Places of Worship During 
Recovery Movement Control Order’ updated on 4th September 2020, the latest guidelines and 
relaxation of control orders are as follows:

1)    Attendee identification (attendance record) in the MySejahtera App or recorded in the attendance
        book.
2)    Must wear a mask and wash hands with soap and water or use hand sanitizer constantly.
3)    Frequently touched surfaces, chapel and its surrounding area must be cleaned and disinfected.
4)    Overseas church brethren may attend services and church activities.
5)    Choir practice and religious education (only for students 12 years and above) can be conducted
       as long as the social distance of one meter is observed and a mask is worn.
6)    Council members or church brethren who are experiencing fever, coughs, sore throat, fever, flu
       or breathing difficulties are not allowed to enter the chapel.
7)    Those with chronic illnesses, the elderly and children under 12 years of age are not encouraged
        to attend services.
8)    Meals, whether set on round tables, packaged foods or buffets, must be prepared by servers.
9)    Avoid physical contact, including greetings.
10)  Churches in areas with MCO are not allowed to hold on-site choir practice and religious
       education classes.

Local churches planning to conduct on-site choir practice and religious education classes must issue a 
letter (model in PDF format attached) to the General Assembly Secretariat.

Church Board members and ordained ministers should always remind and encourage brethren to 
exercise social distancing and to follow the prepared instructions, guidelines and standard operating 
procedures. May God bless you all.

 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR 
THE OPENING OF CHURCHES DURING RMCO

Our ref: GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (36)                                                                              Date: 11 Sept 2020

Deacon Benjamin Hiew                                                                       Deacon John Vun 
General Secretary                                                                                Chairman
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Resolution of the Statewide Sabah GA Committee Members and Delegates Conference.

2.  Over a period of two years, Sabah GA E-Bookstore has made preparation to inculcate a habit of
     reading spiritual publications and increasing spiritual knowledge among our brethren. And now
     the E-Bookstore has commenced its service.

3.  Sabah GA has opened up the opportunity for believers interested in daily reading, to not only 
     access viral reading materials on social media but also to purchase books online. This will also 
     encourage members who currently contribute articles, to continue diligently in penning articles
     and sharing God’s blessings.

4.  The Management of our E-Bookstore will strive to provide the best service possible as utilization
     of the E-Bookstore is still in the early-stage trial. Thanking everyone in advance for your support.

5.  Please visit https://tjcbookstore.com. Should you encounter any problems, please contact the
     Literature Department:

Tel. No: 088-239720 or 088-230327 (Extension no. 31) 
Coordinator: Sis Anistasia Gerald

Immanuel

Dn. Gamaliel Wai                   Dn. John Vun
Head of Literature Department                   GA Chairman

ENCOURAGEMENT TO USE SABAH TJC E-BOOKSTORE 
(TRIAL PERIOD)

Our ref: GA 9/l/DLM/2020 (2)                                                                Date: 18 Sept 2020
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Hallelujah, Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus.

According to the honorable Prime Minister’s announcement on January 11, 2021 through the media 
on the development of the epidemic, the sharp increase in the number of patients, the risk assessment 
of the Malaysian Ministry of Health, the National Security Council and the recommendations of 
domestic health experts, the government decided to start the movement control order in Sabah from 
13th (Wednesday) to 26th January 2021, for a period of two weeks.

According to the honorable Prime Minister’s speech, all social activities involving gatherings, such as 
conferences, conferences, seminars and training courses are prohibited. At the same time, only 5 
people are allowed in the religious premises. Cross district is also prohibited during the movement 
control order.

According to the government's instructions, groups or oraganisations are required to abide by the 
movement control order and the recommendations provided by the Malaysian Ministry of Health. 
Therefore, the General Assembly decided to stop all gatherings and activities, such as seminars, 
refresher meetings, training courses, and postponed the Statewide Ordained Ministers Meeting on 
24th January until further notice.

May the grace, mercy and peace of the Lord be with you always.

Immanuel

Dn. Benjamin Hiew                                                                                 Dn. John Vun 
General Secretary                                                                                    Chairman
 

SABAH STATE MOVEMENT CONTROL ORDER

Our Ref: GA 9/1/SEC/2021 (1)                                                                                Date: 12 Jan 2021 
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SOMODON CHURCH - CHURCH OPENING AFTER MCO 
- 18 MARCH 2020 (A)

The COVID-19 Special Announcement shocked all parties especially the church when the 
government implemented the Movement Control Order (MCO), that necessitate the closure of 
many activities including worshipping in church starting on 18 March 2020 until an uncertain 
date. During this period, the brethren can only follow online worship that was prepared by the 
General Assembly besides solidifying it with the ‘Family Altar’.  

Thank God for His care and protection, around four months have passed. It looks like Covid-19 
cases keep dropping and under control when we enter the month of July. In the honorable Prime 
Minister’s announcement this time, relaxation with new normal SOP compliance to premises 
and places of worship was given. This message was well received by the church after reaching a 
consensus to open the church. The church held a special new normal church opening preparation 
meeting on 27 June 2020. Thank God for His abidance that a special committee of executor 
officers was formed to prepare all the needs in line with the SOP that are set.  The church held at 
least five general cleaning meetings to prepare SOP like labeling exit enter, setting the one 
metre distance, arranging chairs in the church according to the space capacity and disinfecting 
the whole building and space including buying tools that are needed.  On 12 July 2020, Preacher 
Yunias Kindingan observed the church preparation before submitting appendix C application 
form to West Coast Zone to be handed to the General Assembly.

Thank God for His abidance, worships in church commenced again on 25 July 2020, with the 
limited capacity of 25 people. May God continues to grow our faith and abide by His members 
wherever they are. Immanuel. 

News GA E-NEWS 
TRUE JESUS CHURCH, SABAH

Edition: 007; Jul-Dec 2020 



22

INTERIOR ZONE - SPIRITUAL CONVOCATION
- 25 - 26 JULY 2020

SOMODON CHURCH - CHURCH OPENING AFTER MCO 
- 18 MARCH 2020 (B)

Due to the MCO (Movement Control Order) enforced under the current pandemic, the Interior 
Zone Spiritual Convocation in Sabah was conducted online through Facebook and Youtube on 
25-26 July 2020. Thank the Lord that the number of online participants reached more than 700 
viewers.  The theme for this spiritual convocation was “You must be prepared to meet your 
God”, which was led and shared by Pr. James Yapp, Pr. Neriah, Pr. Elijah, Pr. Sosthenes, and Pr. 
Erastus.

Using “Taste the goodness of the Lord” as the starting point, Pr. Neriah reminded everyone not 
to forget the grace of the Lord after receiving His grace and healing in our lives. Just like the ten 
lepers recorded in the Bible, after being healed by the Lord Jesus, only one of them returned to 
worship Him with a loud voice. The same was true for King Hezekiah. After receiving God’s 
blessing, instead of wisely using the extra 15 years to serve the Lord, he ended up sinning. Pr. 
Sosthenes shared that each of us must have faith and hope to face the future. No matter how 
difficult the future is (Jeremiah 29:11), the Lord said: “For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you… thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” We must seek 
after God’s kingdom and His righteousness, as well as hope for eternal life.

The spread of the pandemic reflects that the end of the world is near. Are we ready to meet our 
God? Blessed are those who are pure in heart. We hope that brothers and sisters can draw closer 
to God. This way, God will draw nearer to us.
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SABAH STATEWIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP
- 31 AUG 2020 (A)

On this day every year, elderly members look forward to attending the Evergreen Fellowship 
where they can gather and worship God in church. Not only that, they will also be able to sit 
together during lunch to eat and chat. However, this year’s pandemic had prevented such 
fellowships and they could only worship God together from their respective homes.

Although we can only meet together online, we can have fellowship directly in the spirit as we 
are one in the Lord. This year’s theme, “To be renewed day by day”, is to encourage everyone 
to pursue spiritual growth. In this year’s Evergreen Fellowship Service, there were sharings and 
encouragements by Elder Stephen Tham, Pr. Zacchaeus Yong and Dn. Timothy Wong.

As we grow older, our bodies become weaker and we would go through hardships and sorrows 
in life. While these are unavoidable, they are temporary matters. What is important is to focus 
on our spirituality and our spirituality must continually grow. We must grab hold of the time and 
strength given by God to pursue the standards set by the Lord.

People are always bearing fruits, be it in their youth or in their old age. This is the progression 
towards perfection. The Lord Jesus once said that if a tree is always fruitless, it is better to cut it 
down and plant a new tree; so it is very important for us to bear fruits. Our hearts must be new 
with each passing day and not to age with time. We all have to bear the fruits that are needed. 
Among the fruits mentioned in the Bible, the fruit of love is the most important. All church 
ministries must be carried out with love. As servants of God, we must serve Him diligently until 
the last moment of our lives. Of course, our labour of love will not be in vain. 

News GA E-NEWS 
TRUE JESUS CHURCH, SABAH

Edition: 007; Jul-Dec 2020 



24

We will receive abundant grace when we draw closer to God, just like a tree planted by a stream 
will be able to absorb more water. God is righteous and loving. And God’s judgement is like a 
fire that burns and melts but His love is like a warm fire that imparts joy and satisfaction. This is 
the enjoyment that we need spiritually.

Therefore we must always pray for the infilling of the Holy Spirit that through the Holy Spirit 
given to us by God, we can strengthen our hearts, pursue physical health to continue serving 
God and bear the fruits of deep love for God, His house and the brethren. If we are spiritually 
mature, salvation will not be a problem. When the Lord Jesus comes again, believers who are 
dead will rise with glorious bodies and those who are still alive will be transformed and ascend 
into glory like Elijah.

In addition, we need to know the position of the church and our identity in the Lord. The True 
Jesus Church was redeemed by the blood of the Lord, as such we were also redeemed by the 
blood of the Lord Jesus at a price. Therefore we give thanks to the Lord that with so many 
denominations out there, we were chosen to enter the True Jesus Church, the one true church of 
God. Let us not be afraid because we have an omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent God who 
will sustain us until victory.

The bible states that, “The labor of the righteous leads to life, the wages of the wicked to sin.” 
Do not fall asleep in the Lord, but always be vigilant and keep watch. Victory is achieved by 
relying on God in all matters. Let us renew our lives each day and become a light to the gentiles.
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KOTA KINABALU SUBZONE - DELEGATE’S MEETING
- 16 SEPT 2020

Thanks to the guidance of the Lord, Kota Kinabalu church had successfully held the KK 
Subzone Delegate’s Meeting at the church hall on 16 Sept 2020. There were a total of 34 
delegates representing 17 local churches, including 32 representatives and 2 observers. They all 
gathered together to discuss the progress of the committee.

The meeting discussed the evaluation of the matters brought up and the feedback of decisions 
concluded in previous meetings, they also reported on the works done and financial report as 
well as the new financial estimation and work plans for next year, which included the massive 
outdoor evangelism that is held every 2 years. We pray that the Lord will bless us by guiding the 
churches in Sabah on the work of evangelizing the gospel. Let us all work together for the 
prosperity of the gospel in one accord, to finish all the work plans under the will of God.

At the same time, in the voting session, after the committee of KK Subzone In-Charge 
announced their disbandment, a new group of committee members were voted for the year 2021 
to 2023. Thank God for the success of this meeting, may all glory be given to the true God in 
heaven, Jesus Christ.
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WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL EVANGELISM
- 18-20 SEPT 2020 (A)

The West Coast Zone churches had launched a 3 days online spiritual evangelism on 18th to 
20th of September 2020 (Friday to Sunday). The theme for the evangelism was “Hope in 
Tribulation”. Experienced preachers were sent by the General Assembly to help with this 
evangelism.

On Friday night, Pr. Lemuel Leong used the sermon titled “What is Life” as spiritual exhortation 
for all. After that, Tuaran Subzone choir presented “Psalm 91”, Beaufort Subzone choir 
presented “Faith is Not Based on Sight”, KK Subzone choir presented “Song of Elim” and 
Kudat Subzone choir presented “Eternal Hope”.

On Saturday morning, 3 preachers had prepared bountiful spiritual food for everyone, to fill our 
spiritual life. Pr. Matthew - In Tribulation, the Chosen People Longed for God; Pr. Joseph - Filth 
and Pr. Malachi - Pray to God for Two Things. Lastly, Pr. Barnabas ended the morning service 
with prayer.

In the afternoon service, Pr. Junia - Prayer in The Belly of a Fish, Pr. Lazarus - To be Strong in 
Faith and in Hope, lastly Pr. Junia ended the afternoon service with prayer.
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Everyone will be afraid of this pandemic, but Psalm 91 says: “God is our refuge, is my fortress, 
my shield…” So, on Saturday night, we were comforted and exhorted by our Lord Jesus through 
the choir groups. For this hymnal evangelism, choir groups from Tuaran Subzone, Kudat 
Subzone, Beaufort Subzone and KK Subzone presented beautiful hymns for everyone. The 
gospel sharing session and conscious prayer were led by Pr. Zaccheus Yong.

On Sunday morning, Pr. Mark, Pr. Matthew and Pr. Lemuel Leong exhorted everyone via 
sermons during the online service.

Thanks to the grace of Lord Jesus for the guidance, the online service ended successfully at 12 
pm midday. The pandemic this year has limited our movement, but it cannot limit our hearts to 
love God. The scripture says: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For 
they shall be filled”.

KOTA KINABALU SUBZONE - SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
- 20 SEPT 2020 (A)
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Thank the Lord, under the help and guidance of God, Kota Kinabalu church had held a baptism 
on 20th September 2020. There were 14 children and infants under the age of 12 and 8 adults 
who received baptism on that day. From the youngest, about a month’s old infant to the eldest, a 
70 years old, there were a total of 22 people who had joined under the name of the Lord. It was 
not only the divine workers, brothers and sisters from KK church who participated in the 
sacrament, there were also those who were from Kolombong church and Penampang church. 
The baptism, foot-washing sacrament and holy communion services were led by Pr. Nathanael 
Chin while the baptism was conducted by Dn. Enoch Thien. Thank the guidance of the Lord, the 
weather on the day of baptism was clear and that everything went smoothly. KK church had also 
followed the Standard Operational Procedure (SOP) as required by the government, to prepare 
seatings for the brothers and sisters who were receiving the baptism, to make sure that everyone 
had a social distance of one meter. There were 70 people who received the cup during holy 
communion on that day.

Even though we are facing the impact brought on by the pandemic, it did not stop the brothers’ 
and sisters’ love toward the Lord, which is to come and participate in the sacraments as well as 
to receive baptism. On the day of baptism, Bro. Leong saw a winged angel during the prayer. 
Before moving out, the angel said to him: “Once you have come here, do not leave anymore”. 
After that, during the baptism, he saw the miracle of water turning into blood. Truly, we thank 
the grace of God. Now under the effect of the pandemic, the church had no choice but to cancel 
hall service once again. So, the believers can only see the preacher and the interpreter on screen 
via online service. May God preserve our hearts, we hope that one day we can once again come 
together into the house of  God to worship and to serve. May all glory be given to God in 
heaven. Hallelujah, Amen!
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KOTA KINABALU SUBZONE - SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
- 20 SEPT 2020 (C)

SANDAKAN ONLINE HYMNAL EVANGELISM
- 8 NOV 2020 (A)

Elopura Church Sandakan has held an Evangelism Through Hymn online on November 8, 2020 
(Sunday).The theme for evangelism is hope in the pandemic. First of all, Preacher Malachi Lee 
led the concious prayer. Next, the choir performed 14 melodious hymns. Five hymns are 
inclusive of orchestra performance.

God is the Almighty God, no matter life, death, fortune and misfortune, everything is in His 
hands. God’s will is beautiful. As long as we obey and rely on Him in all things, God will surely 
be a refuge for us, so that we will not be affected by the plague that walks in the dark, Amen!
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WEST COAST ZONE - DELEGATES MEETING 2020 (SIDE NOTES) 
- 13 DEC 2020 (A)

Thanks to the grace of the Lord, the 2020 West Coast Zone Delegates Meeting was finally held 
on 13th December 2020. Earlier, this meeting had to be postponed twice due to the pandemic 
situation.

There were three differences in the way the meeting was conducted this time compared to 
previous years:

1. Participating representatives have to strictly observe social distancing and personal preventive
    measures, such as wearing masks, etc.
2. The conference venue was moved to the Kota Kinabalu Church hall
3. There was no gathering after the meeting. Food packs were prepared and distributed with
    participants leaving directly after collection.

At 9.00 a.m. in the morning, the delegates entered the venue one after another and the meeting 
began at 9.30 a.m.. The meeting started with an opening speech by the West Coast Zone In-
Charge, Pr. Zaccheus Yong. Next, it was proposed that Dn. Zebedee Chong be appointed as the 
chairman of the meeting with Dn. Gideon as the vice chairman.  Dn. Timothy Wong (morning) 
and Pr. Matthew (afternoon) were chosen to record the minutes of the meeting.
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WEST COAST ZONE - 2020 DELEGATES MEETING
- 13 DEC 2020 (B)

The meeting agenda:

（1）2020 Work and Financial Reports 
（2）Review of Previous Meeting’s Execution
（3）To discuss/ deliberate on proposals 
（4）2021 Work Plan
（5）Amendment of 2021 Budget 

This year, church meetings have been suspended and various divine works have been cancelled 
from mid-March due to the pandemic. This has never happened before. However, the 2021 
Work Plan established during the meeting will continue. May God lead and guide our steps and 
may He work with us so that the work entrusted to us can proceed smoothly as the pandemic 
resolves.

Praise the Lord that all the Subzones in the West Coast Zone were able to send delegates to the 
meeting, such as Kudat, Tuaran, Kota Kinabalu, Beaufort, as well as churches from the Interior 
Zone. Delegates were sent according to the number of members in that church. Approximately 
50 participants attended the meeting. 

KOTA KINABALU CHURCH- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
- 26 DEC 2020 (A)
The Annual General Meeting was held in Kota Kinabalu 
Church on 26 December during second session service. This 
meeting is quite special compared to previous years. During 
this pandemic period, the church needs to take various 
prevention steps every time a service is held. Besides taking 
temperature and registration before entering into the church 
hall, KK Church was also very careful during voting for new 
exco, including ensuring believers have one metre social 
distancing, workers wore face masks and hand gloves when

distributing and collecting votes, pens and others. Besides that, sanitation work was also 
conducted effectively. Beside prevention work, the difference with previous years includes the 
number of believers who joined the AGM. According to last years’ record, the presence of 
believers who are qualified to vote in this conference dropped from 115 people to 55 people 
this year. The main reason is the high risk group was encouraged to join online service in order 
to reduce the risk of infection. 
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The AGM this year commenced by Dn. Timothy Wong, the Chairman of KK Church Board, 
who led hymn singing and prayer. Next, selection of conference chairman and appointment of 
recorder were held. Pr. Nathanael Chin, the meeting chairman led the members to study the 
previous minutes of meeting. After the minutes of meeting was proposed and seconded, it 
continued with reports by KK exco, such as Dn. Timothy Wong, Dn. Lucius Wong, Secretary, 
Bro. Chin Chee Fung, General Affairs in-charge, Dns. Chloe Wong, Treasurer and lastly, was to 
report the work plan for next year, so that the church members will know the current situation of 
KK Church. 

The focus in the AGM was to select candidates to be the new executive committee members. 
The appointed candidates were Bro. Chin Chee Fung, Bro. Ng Fo Cherng, Sis. Evelyn Chu Yee 
Wei, Bro. Jonathan Thien, Sis. Detinah Tham; Reserved candidates were Bro. Wong Hyung 
Fung and Sis. Aillan Goh Yee Chew. The auditor was retained. Next, the meeting was led by Dn. 
Timothy Wong, and ended with hymn singing and prayer. 

Thank God for His guidance, although the number of members was not as many as the previous 
years, the AGM was smoothly conducted. Thank God, our new exco was formed through voting 
from believers to serve the household of God. May all glory be given to God’s name, Amen!
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KOTA KINABALU CHURCH - WEDDING CEREMONY 
- 27 DEC 2020

Praise the Lord, a wedding ceremony took place on 27 December 2020, namely Brother 
Michael Senior Chan and Sister Lisa Kong Yee Shin at the Kota Kinabalu Church, Sabah.

YEAR END THANKSGIVING SERVICE
- 31 DEC 2020 (A)
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The Sabah General Assembly held an online Statewide Year End Thanksgiving Service on 31st 
December 2020 (Thursday). The service started with hymn singing and prayer led by Pr. Isaac 
Chong. Next, Penampang Choir presented hymns “Gather in Heaven of Life?” and “God 
Abides”. The choir presentation featured the Penampang Church Teen Choir and Adult Choir. In 
the meantime, they inserted a short video clip on the activities that were held throughout the 
year. The message that was delivered was related to the Year 2020 situation where the whole 
world was threatened by the pandemic, however God still abides with us and preserves us. We 
are protected from the deadly pestilence, enables us to gather at the riverside that is very 
beautiful, thus enjoy the peace and joy that comes from God.

Next, Immanuel Choir from KK Church presented two hymns. The hymns that were sung by 
them were in Malay Language which are “Diligent For God” and “God is my Protector”. The 
message that was delivered by this choir was in this new year, may we be able to determine for 
God and live for God. The bible tells us “do not worry and say: What shall we eat? What shall 
we drink? For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
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In this new year, we can trust God more and rely on Him, and build an intimate relationship 
with Him. Next, Pr. Lemuel Leong had a gospel sharing with all.

Besides that, according to the scheduled events, Kolombong’s Zion Choir also joined the 
thanksgiving service this time. The hymns presented by them are “God’s Grace” and “Blessing”. 
The message that was delivered by this hymn is in this special year; Lord Jesus pours grace to 
everyone who believes and relies on Him, and He still abides with us, regardless of whatever 
situation we are in. 

Lastly, there was choir presentation from Elim Choir. The hymns that were presented were 
“How Beautiful and Sweet to Rely on God” and “In His Time”. These hymns tell us how 
beautiful and sweet it is to rely on God. Regardless of what we face whether it is bitter or happy, 
there is God’s wonderful will in it. As long as we believe and rely on Him, we will surely be 
able to feel the sweetness that originated from God.

Before concluding, hymn singing and prayer was once again led by Pr. Isaac Chong. Thank God, 
through this Thanksgiving Service, it let us feel God’s abidance with us, so we can pass a year 
peacefully. Although this year is a special year, wherein we can experience all the fortunate and 
unfortunate things, the Lord Jesus still looked after us and preserved us every time. Therefore, 
we should give thanks to God and remember his grace deeply. 
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A MEMORY OF PREACHER JOSHUA’S SERVITUDE SPIRIT 

In the Name of Lord Jesus, I share the servitude spirit and principles of Preacher Joshua 
throughout his duty as a full time preacher for 34 years that I will divide in a few aspects: 

1. Loyalty
The preacher was loyal in his duty wherever he was sent. When he was on duty in a 
faraway zone from home, he did not apply for additional leave including for the months of 
February when the preacher was only at home for three days only; he would depart to his 
place of duty.  He was submissive to the pastoral schedule of the General Assembly 
including going abroad. The preacher would assign a week of evangelism and pastoral 
tasks in each area so that there is focus. Besides nightly sermon duty, the preacher 
contacted the church board to get information on which household that needs visitation 
whether it is physically or spiritually unwell. He would visit the particular brethren 
accompanied by a deacon or any brethren who is free to join. 

The preacher was also a very loyal Religious Education teacher. In Tuaran Subzone, there 
is a bible study class, which they named it Tertiary Education Class. There are three 
tertiary education classes and one of them was led by Preacher Joshua. The students are 
from basic students who have completed Year 3 Upper Secondary Class and also passed 
first and second Tertiary Education Class. Majority of the participants in the class are 
religious education teachers who are interested in studying the Bible in depth. The preacher 
taught loyally and arrived earlier to the extend the students in the class also arrived earlier 
because his arrival was always earlier than other teachers.  
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2. Working Spirit
The preacher indeed was very good in terms of working spirit. Despite of his health 
condition, he still insisted to carry out his duty as long as he was able. There was once his 
leg was swollen but he ate pain killer pills, continued his journey and even climbed a high 
hill in Kiulu for the purpose of evangelism and pastoral duty. That journey demanded him 
to walk in quite steep hilly condition because cars could not reach the peak (the house of a 
brethren that needed visitation). The preacher had a tendency to visit homes of brethren 
that are located in far distance and had to trudge difficult routes. Maybe because of this 
spirit, the preacher had a bonding with the local churches in his pastoral area. He adopted 
this approach because he said “if I only sermonised in the church, there will be brethren 
who could not attend service and those who seldom attend church services would 
definitely miss the sermons. Besides that, the brethren’s attention will be more focused if 
the sermon is catered for the family only”.  

During the first Movement Control Order (MCO) that started on 18 March 2020, the 
preacher was very sad because there was no chance to be on duty. Later he himself 
contacted the brethren who were willing to receive him by complying to SOP. He would 
not shake hands with the host and ensured there is social distancing.  Thank God because 
there were brethren who vied to invite the preacher to lead service not only on Sabbath 
Day but also on normal days. The subzone committee raised concerns over his tight 
schedule but the preacher was still determined to continue with his duty. When he was 
laying in the hospital, he once said to my mother (Mrs. Preacher), “fortunately I did not 
stop working during MCO because my time is already too short”. 

The preacher was also a person who put a lot of emphasis in time management. He would 
arrive earlier at church for every service and would take 30 minutes to pray before the 
service begin. This practice had influenced the churches to pray before the service begin.

On the Sabbath Day, the preacher normally sermonised for 4-5 sessions because Tuaran 
Subzone has morning prayer on every Sabbath. He would sermonise as early as 6.30am 
and continued to the next local church where its morning prayer is scheduled at 8.00am. 
Then he would continue his duty at another church for the 10.00am service and also, to 
lead the afternoon Sabbath service at 2.00pm. On some occasions, the preacher would 
schedule visits to the home of some brethren after the Sabbath service. There were also 
brethren who organised thanksgiving service and requested the preacher to be the service 
leader. All these tasks were gladly accepted by the preacher.
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Another matter related to his dedication, due to his deteriorating health he was assigned in 
areas near to his home for a few terms. He had never taken end of the month leave. He was 
on full duty because he said there is no need to take leave. In fact he himself contacted the 
local churches’ person-in-charge in his pastoral subzone that he is ready at anytime if there 
is anyone who requires a visit.

3. Spirit of Prayer
I am very amazed with the preacher’s spirit of prayer, besides having resolution to perform 
a long prayer every morning and evening he also would have a long prayer before he 
prepares his sermon script. If the preacher is sent to another country for example to 
Indonesia, he would fast half day everyday for a month to pray for God’s abidance in his 
task. It was the same when he got to know that he was given a chance to deliver sermon 
online, so he had fasted for half a day everyday until the day he sermonised. It was also the 
same if a Spiritual Convocation was around the corner wherein the preacher would fast a 
few times before the date of the Spiritual Convocation. The preacher prayed steadfastly 
until the moment he was called by the Lord. 

4. Strict and Firm
The preacher was quite strict whether on the pulpit or when having conversations with 
brethren whom he needed to rebuke. But like what I have shared above, if the problem of 
the brethren is quite severe, he would fast before meeting and guiding them in hopes that 
God would guide him, enabling the targeted brethren to humbly accept the admonition.  

The preacher’s strictness was not only for the big family (church) but to the extend of his 
own family. When I felt a bit heavy hearted to pay for his vow which is to offer me as a 
preacher, he was firm in his stand that I am a child of vow. That is why when I was still a 
kid the preacher always brought me along when he was on duty with the purpose of giving 
me early exposure to live a life of a preacher. He was very firm about child’s partner and 
repeatedly emphasised in Family Altar so that children will fear God and get married in the 
Lord.
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5. Leaving a Legacy of Servitude 
Besides I was dedicated to the Lord since I was in the womb, the preacher also hoped that 
his second son would offer himself as a living sacrifice to God. For years he has been 
praying for this matter by saying although you were not vowed like your brother but this is 
my longing so that you also offer yourself if God is pleased to use you because there is no 
other occupation that is more glorious than becoming God’s full time servant. Besides that, 
he always encouraged us, siblings to participate more in the holy work, not for the purpose 
of being boastful but to be truly servants who are loyal in repaying God for His love and 
for the sake of the development of the church. I still remember when he took care of me 
with a rattan during piano practice. He was very diligent in accompanying me during my 
practice by calculating 10 times in every lesson. Although at times I was crying (rebelled 
in my heart) but I am aware that I’m finally used by God as a pianist especially in choir as 
a result of my father’s diligence. He said, “you learn how to play piano for God, that is the 
hope of your mother and I”. 

6. Always Give Thanks
The preacher was a person who always give thanks. I am very amazed because he had 
never murmured although he was in pains. In fact the preacher suffered a long term (years) 
skin disease until his body was full of scabies ‘psoriasis’. He always could not sleep for 
nights because of itchiness, but he had never complained. Likewise when he was warded, 
the preacher had never murmured.

Thank God, despite experiencing such a heavy emotional blow with the demise of the 
preacher in a situation we were not ready for, but recalling what had happened, this all 
happened on God's provision and we believe that is the best for him in the eyes of God. In 
fact, while in the hospital in a sick condition, the preacher preached several times in a 
semi-conscious state, especially after returning from the operating room. The first topic 
that the preacher preached was "Decision Making" and the second was "Welfare". In that 
situation, I could feel his longing to preach was very high. Apart from that, he also often 
asked that anyone who took care of him to play sermon audios and he would listen with 
tears in his eyes. When asked why he cried, he replied "I am overwhelmed". 
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Heartbreaking Memories
Two days before he was called by Lord Jesus, suddenly he voiced out a desire to video call 
us through my brother who was taking care of him. Normally we are the ones who would 
call the preacher since recently, his condition was getting weak.  Everytime we called, we 
got to talk with him for around two minutes only because more than that he would fall 
asleep. This time, what surprised us was the preacher himself who demanded to video call 
us the whole family. At that time he was very strong (energetic), his voice was very clear 
and his face was very cheerful. We all thought that this would be a good beginning and the 
preacher would gradually recover. The preacher was also able to joke about how he was 
when he was healthy. He said he will sermonise and asked my brother to record his sermon 
to be sent to his pastoral subzone. We were very happy, then I answered, “if daddy 
sermonises, just do the morning prayer only, do not have a long sermon because daddy is 
still not too healthy.” My mother added, “if not able to sermonise, just say a greeting is 
already sufficient because the brethren are already missing your voice.” I recommended 
him to do the sermon recording the next morning because he was already tired and he 
agreed. Early in the morning on the next day my mother sent the preacher’s spectacles to 
the hospital so that it will be easier for him to prepare sermon scripts. We had never 
thought that it would be the last day we chatted. That next day his health level dropped 
drastically, very weak, even did not wake up. My brother told me that the preacher’s 
condition was very weak; he said wait until afternoon after the preacher wakes up and then 
we will do the recording (as what the preacher voiced out during the video call). However 
the preacher has not woken up. 

There is another matter that was very heartbreaking which is the preacher’s last tear 
because of me. When we were having our video call, suddenly he asked, “David, where are 
you?” Then I replied, “I am in Kuala Lumpur (KL)” because at time I was trapped in KL 
due to CMCO. Later the preacher cried and said, “definitely you are sought by the 
Beaufort Subzone because you have not carried out your duty for a long time. I am not 
keen that you are being said as an unloyal preacher. A preacher has to be loyal in his duties 
and put efforts in satisfying the pastoral churches. I was able to explain that during that 
time was CMCO period and I could not cross state, but I still sent sermon recordings to the 
churches. My mother explained that in fact I am serving in the Tuaran Subzone (exchanged 
pastoral location with Preacher Yunias because of General Assembly’s concerns on the  
preacher’s critical health condition at that time). Only after listening to our explanations, 
he sounded a bit calm but still look worried in his face. This is the memory that I will never 
forget and it gives me a very meaningful teaching in my life. 
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In all that we went through, there is a matter that we whole family is thankful to God and I 
feel that I need to share here about God’s love for Preacher Joshua. In fact in the ward on 
31st August 2020, his body was weakening and suffering from back bone pain and a 
serious neck pain. When a CT Scan was done, doctor discovered that there was blood 
infection and the soft bone was eaten by pus, that caused unbearable pain. Doctor 
recommended that the preacher had to be operated in order to insert implant onto the back 
bone and the problematic neck. For this matter, we thank the General Assembly for the 
help to sponsor the purchase of the implant. After five days of being warded, the preacher 
felt numb from chest to sole, therefore he did not feel any pain at all, even in the last 
operation the preacher did not complain of any pain. He did not even know whether he has 
been operated or not. Most of the time he slept soundly and ever snored. His eating 
appetite was also good and finally was called by God in his sleep. Thank God because he 
was as if under anesthesia until he did not feel any pain that was supposed to be very 
severe. 

I believe that this is related to the intercessions from all brethren. I would like to take this 
opportunity to represent my family to say thank you for the love offering and intercessions 
from all brethren, from the period when the preacher was warded until the Lord Jesus 
invited him to return to His bosom for an eternal rest on 29th October 2020.  

May the experience that he went through as a loyal servant and a preacher who was able to 
withhold tests would serve as motivation for me and my other co-workers to continue the 
strive until the finishing line and to preserve our faith. May God’s name be glorified. 

Immanuel.

Shared by,
Pr. Matthew Joshua
20/1/2021 (Wednesday)
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TESTIMONY - THE ONE TRUE CHURCH

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ I testify. My name is Isaac Leong, and this is my 
testimony of how I was moved by the Holy Spirit to compose a hymn through a dream. 
During MCO (Movement Control Order due to the pandemic) at the end of May 2020, I 
prayed to God and asked for inspiration to compose a hymn. Indeed, God granted my 
request. I received spiritual inspiration the following night when I heard a melody which 
kept playing in my head. However, I did not immediately put it down on paper.

I am someone who dreams a lot, and each night I would always have dreams. But on the 
28th of July 2020, I received a dream that was related to the hymn, and in this dream, I was 
rebuked.

That night, I dreamt that I was standing alone in front of a house. It was a residential area, 
and all the houses were white in colour. The atmosphere was very pleasant, as though it 
was not of this world. Suddenly, a man dressed like a royal courier stood before me. He 
took out a very beautiful letter that was like an invitation to a royal ball or a palace 
ceremony, as it had a seal and a golden pattern on it. Once the postman left for the other 
houses, I started opening the letter. The paper inside was like a very long scroll. I started 
reading the content of this letter immediately, because when I tried to pull it out from the 
envelope, the letter seemed to have no end. 

I began reading the contents of the letter. In the dream, I could not tell what language it 
was written in, but after I finished reading it, I was clear that this letter was a rebuke. 

"From the beginning of May I have given you inspiration, and yet you still wasted your 
time.” (The letter also clearly recorded my activities during that month in detail, which 
included watching a popular anime series). 

“Go and write down this hymn and name it "The One True Church". The melody of this 
hymn will not leave your mind until you finish writing it down." With that reminder, I 
woke up from the dream. 

On the next day, I shared this dream with my parents, and they encouraged me to write out 
the hymn immediately. Thank the Lord, I finally completed the full music score on the 7th 
of August 2020. And as stated in the letter of my dream, the melody surprisingly stopped 
sounding in my memory once I finished writing down the hymn. Instead, since then, if I 
want to recall the music, I would need to go back and refer to what was written on the 
music score. My father, Pr. Lemuel Leong, then completed the lyrics of the hymn on the 
9th of August 2020. May all glory be given unto God. Hallelujah!

Bro. Isaac Leong
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TECHNICAL PREPARATION AND WORK ON HYMNAL 
EVANGELISM

1) Preparation for hymnal evangelism

Whether the evangelical session is to be conducted in a chapel, outdoor, public place, 
hospital or prison, it should not be left entirely to the choir or a fellowship. The event 
should be the responsibility of the church, i.e., it should not be without the participation of 
the church leader. This person must first obtain the date and theme of evangelism as 
determined by the community choir. The choir leaders must meet and discuss the following 
events:

1. Ask the general affairs person in charge to choose a leader, a preacher for sharing a short
    sermon and a translator for the evangelistic service. 
2. Which choir to be in charge of presenting.
3. If there is only one choir, the groups and the conductor should be decided first.
4. Who will be the MC (Master of Ceremonies).
5. Whether to add a testimony? Who will be in charge?
6. When hymns are chosen, it should be submitted to the church administration for review.
7. Set a special time of prayer for the evangelism work, so that all members can participate.
8. Which unit will be responsible announcing the event and inviting truth seekers.
9. Budget.

2) Choosing hymns

Some choir leaders tend to overlook whether the selected hymns suit the evangelistic 
service. Instead, they would present hymns on fellowship among brethren or 
encouragement for service towards God. This will not lead to the desired outcome for the 
evangelistic service! Especially since some of the truth seekers present may also realise 
this, thus showing our lack of awareness on this matter! Therefore, in order to have a more 
effective service, the choice of hymns should follow the evangelistic guidelines of the 
Church. According to the three main guidelines of our Christian ethics a) God's creation b) 
the fall of man c) God's saving grace.

In one of his books, Elder Hsieh Shun Tao, who is one of the persons-in-charge of the 
Taiwan General Assembly and International Assembly, emphasised that in any form of 
evangelism, the speaker or the organiser should not deviate from the following service 
directions or guidelines:
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a) Introduce the true God who created all things in heaven and earth and mankind, and who 
    also established the commandments in the Garden of Eden.
    
    Sermon Targets: Those who do not know the true God, those who worship idols or 
    ancestors, Buddhists, or atheists.

b) Explain and clarify that the ancestors transgressed against God's commandments, lost 
    their status as God's children and were expelled from the Garden of Eden. They were
    then bound by sin, lost their freedom, and had to face death and judgment after death, 
    and the resulting consequences.

    Sermon Targets: For people mentioned in (a) above, as well as for others who have 
    sinned and do not repent and believe in Jesus Christ.

c) Show the way to salvation by introducing God's salvation plan. The salvation of the
    cross, the shedding of the blood of the Lord Jesus, His death and burial. His resurrection
    to heaven and the sending of a Comforter, and the establishment of the true church: the 
    ark of the last days ---> to be saved and enter the kingdom of heaven and enjoy eternal
    blessings.

    Sermon target: Those in (a) and (b) above, and other Christians who are not on the path 
    to salvation

Therefore, the choice of hymns and the order of the service are interrelated, and this will 
impact on the effectiveness of the whole evangelistic service. For example, if you begin by 
telling an idol worshipping truthseeking friend about the salvation of the cross, or about the 
relationship between the Holy Spirit and the true church. If you do so, he may not 
understand and lose interest in listening and leave early!
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3) The MC is a very important role in the service
The Master of Ceremony (MC) of the service has an important role to play in ensuring that 
the truth seekers understand clearly the good news conveyed by the hymns. His 
clarifications and references will bring the gospel in the hymns to the truth seekers so that 
they will perceive the endless benefits of believing in Jesus.

Therefore, if the hymns are not properly selected and sequenced, the emcee's job will not 
be easy, and the effectiveness of the message will be more or less weakened, or for those 
who know the gospel, they would not be able to see the correlation between the hymn and 
the message!

This is the reason why the service should start by introducing God's great creation, glory, 
and power as the Sovereign of heaven and earth. If we start by singing a hymn about  
"Salvation on the Cross" or "The Power of the Holy Spirit", how can a truth seeker who 
does not know about the true God at all be able to understand and accept the message? 
Wouldn't everyone's efforts be in vain?

In the past, I have noticed that in some local church’s hymnal evangelistic services, the 
MC only announced the names of the hymns to be sung to the congregation, but did not 
bring out the message of the hymns. This was not an evangelistic service but more towards 
a normal hymnal service, and I have noticed that their MCs were preachers.

In the early days, the True Jesus Church in Sabah started holding evangelistic services in 
the chapel and also in outside venues. Later on, other Christian denominations started to 
adopt the same format gradually, and in fact, they did this better than us, even though their 
services did not contain the truth. How can we not work harder to improve our evangelism 
work? If we work more diligently for the Lord, and if we have the Holy Spirit working 
with us, I believe we will be able to take our hymnal evangelistic services to the next level 
and glorify the name of the Lord. Amen.
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DEVOTIONAL: OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as compared to us 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than 
the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22) This was Samuel’s rebuke to King Saul, because he did 
not obey God’s commandments and instead became evil in God’s eyes. He despised God’s 
commandments, hence God despised him as a king.

Hymn singing is a form of offering (Hebrews 13:15), and it is a fruit produced from the 
lips of the hymn offerer. As choir members of the church, they are considered as the 
singing Levites. If  they do not obey God’s commandments, how will their hymn offerings 
please God? How will they be able to work with God? How will the evangelistic hymn 
services bring good outcomes? Therefore, choir leaders and members must always humbly 
examine themselves, draw closer to God, rely on His word to spiritually cultivate, and 
frequently ask the ministers to help conduct prayer sessions and provide encouragement 
through God’s word.

What is most heartbreaking and saddens God as well is that we, as divine workers, often 
witness choir members/ leaders, one after another follow in the footsteps of King Saul, thus 
losing the honourable status in God’s kingdom. Brothers and sisters who were gifted with 
singing and musical talents by God unknowingly developed a proud heart. Some were due 
to marriage, where they fell into the devil’s snare, due to promiscuity, intermarriage with 
gentiles (many of whom were Muslims), and some even fell into homoesexual 
relationships. How terrible! Everyone must always be extremely vigilant! How can we let 
the devil take away our spiritual life that was redeemed by the blood of the Lord? Wake up, 
and let us be more vigilant!

The following points are provided for our mutual encouragement：-

1) Fruit of the lips

Hymns can move people’s hearts, but in the Lord, it is more so a sacrifice that is dedicated 
to God (Hebrews 13:15). Through hymns, we praise the Lord for His great love and power. 
It can also bring peace to people’s hearts. We sing hymns to honour God, be comforted, as 
well as be motivated to actively serve God with a sincere and excellent spirit. In this way, 
all the choir members will truly sing from the heart, serve God in unity, and glorify Jesus’ 
name.
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2）The significance of hymn worship

Hymn singing is to praise the true God through hymns, and to praise Him with singing that 
comes from the heart. (Ephesians 5:19) The question worth noting is whether everyone 
sings from the heart when they present the hymn. Because God is spirit, so we must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. (Joshua 4:24) If the hymn singer does not sing from the 
heart, the hymn will lose its meaning, and his voice of praise will not reach the ears of God. 
Therefore, one can only worship God sincerely if he sings with a reverent voice and with 
words from the heart. Only sincere hymn worship is acceptable to God!

3）The purpose of hymn worship

Hymn singing is a part of worship. It is mainly to praise, worship, and give thanks to God 
with reverence and devotion. The purpose is to praise His name, and which is focused 
internally.

Nowadays, when the church holds an evangelistic meeting, choirs will present and 
introduce the good news of the Lord, bringing people to God and preaching to the believers 
and truthseekers. People are also moved and humbled by the wonderful music and to 
receive the gospel. Hence, this is the external purpose of hymn worship - “to spread the 
message of the Lord.”

4）By grace, the heart is moved to praise the Lord

(Colossians 3:16) In this passage, Paul instructs us how to live a life of praise in Christ. In 
other words, he teaches us how to praise God with a heart compelled by grace, and to sing 
from the heart (or sincerely) and praise the Lord.

a) Keep the doctrine of Christ in your heart
    Christ is God incarnated in the flesh, and He is the true image of God Himself. His word 
    enables us to know the true God along with His great love and power. It helps us to
    experience spiritual renewal through God’s wonderful grace, so that our eyes may be 
    enlightened, our faith established, our hope made living, and our love for God deepened.
    This is the foundation with which our hearts can be moved to praise God through His 
    grace.

    The beautiful melody of hymns is able to delight a person’s heart and shape one’s
    emotions. However, without the word of God, people’s hearts cannot be moved to praise 
    God. When the singer does not sing with a sincere heart, they will not be able to obtain 
    true spiritual joy!
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b) Build up one another through psalms, lyrics, and spiritual songs
    “Psalms” and “lyrics” refer to the lyrics of a hymn, just like a psalm. “Spiritual
    inspiration” is the spiritual tune, and it is a “hymn”, not secular music. So the lyrics of
    our hymns should have the charm and emotions of a poem, as well as words of praise.
    Moreover, the tune should conform to spiritual principles that are holy and not vulgar.
    Therefore, we ought to abide by this principle whenever we choose new hymns.

c) Teach and exhort one another through hymns
    In order to attain a heart moved to praise God by grace, hymns must carry the functions
    of teaching and exhortation, which is also the main objective of hymn leaders. Many
    believers may not find interest in singing hymns and praying. But if the hymn leader is
    able to use God’s words and verses to teach and exhort one another through hymns, the
    congregation will sing praises to God by grace, and as such, singing hymns and praying
    will definitely become more engaging. Attendees will also be more enthusiastic.

    If the spiritual objective of hymn singing is realised, it can not only lead the 
    congregation to worship the true God with gratitude (Rev 4:9-10), but also inspire 
    truthseekers to seek God with a sincere heart. It can also lead towards spiritual 
    cultivation and enrich and enliven our lives in Christ.

    (1 Chro 6:31-32; 16:4-9) Members of the choir are the Levite singers, a noble work in
    service of God. How can we then not strive to be more sincere and motivated to
    spiritually cultivate and resolve to attain a holy body and mind, so that God can accept
    our sacrifice of voice. May all fellow members of the choir be able to draw closer to
    God in their daily lives, receive strength upon strength through the Holy Spirit, grace
    upon grace by relying on the Lord Jesus and through our heavenly Father, gain victory
    upon victory in the spiritual battle, amen!
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1) History of True Jesus Church Somodon (A)

The members of Somodon Church (Wangkod II), in the beginning attended services in 
Wangkod Church since True Jesus Church was established in Kampung Wangkod. The 
suggestion to build Somodon Church was raised because the brethren in Kg. Madang had 
difficulties to attend service in Wangkod Church due to the far distance. 

In the year of 1974, bro. Guntarak from Madang made a request to Dn. Yakub to develop 
another place for Sabbath service in Kampung Madang. Dn. Yakub sent a brother by the 
name of Santul b. Kodou to lead a Sabbath service at bro. Guntarak’s house. Then the 
place of worship was moved to bro. Buan’s house because it was deemed more appropriate. 
Around 1974-1979 the services were held at bro. Buan’s house. However pastoral problem 
surfaced, which affected the intention to build a church there. Hence the brethren returned 
to Wangkod Church for services. 

SOMODON CHURCH
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Considering the addition of elderly members and kids, distance remained as the main 
obstacle to attend services. Subsequently, a decision was made to hold services at bro. 
Bangilan’s house in Kg. Somodon. In the records, the first Sabbath service was held on 
19th May 1981 led by Pr. Timothy (now Elder), the son of Dn. Yakub, at bro. Bangilan’s 
house. The attendance was 30 people. The head of church board at that time was bro. 
Kindingan Limbun (1981-1982).  

With the blessing and abidance from God, the construction of the first church started on 
23rd May 1982 and completed on 3rd July 1982 with the cost of RM4000.00. The church’s 
width was 40’ x 24’. It was completed via team work (gotong-royong) using bamboo as the 
main construction materials .This church was dedicated on 9th August 1982, which 
coincided with the first Spiritual Convocation in Somodon Church. Since the church 
building made from bamboo was already old, hence the church construction for the second 
time started in January 1991 and was completed in July 1991. Through the guidance of 
God, the second church was dedicated on 1st December 1991. As the years passed, God’s 
blessing has been bountiful, the church hall could not accommodate the rising number of 
brethren who attended services especially during the Spiritual Convocation.

2) New Building Construction - Somodon Church

As a result, all the brethren in one mind and one thought wanted to build a third church that 
can accommodate around 200 people. The brethren started a building fund in various ways, 
which is to set a targeted amount whether offerred individually or by family while some 
took up personal bank loans. The construction plan started in the year of 2009 until 2018. 
With God’s abidance, the construction started by making the site flat in July 2018; 
installed piling / concrete pile and until now it is still under construction. The construction 
has been postponed due to church has run out of money. The church building is still empty 
where the tiles have not been installed. Moreover, all the basic necessities such as chairs, 
AV system equipment and toilet are not available. May the new building contruction works 
are able to continue with the guidance and abidance from God. 
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Kindly visit our church website at http://ga.tjcsabah.com if you would like to 
know more about True Jesus Church, Sabah. For further enquries, please contact 
us through email at web.sga@tjc.org.my.

In addition, please pray for our e-News divine work. Immanuel!

Construction of the 3rd church - works are pending 
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